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Overview of OBIEE Dashboards

Oracle Business Intelligence Enterprise Edition includes a web presentation layer that can display
interactive dashboard and reports. Oracle uses some standard terminology for these components. The
following section is an overview of the user facing components of dashboards.

My Dashboard  D3A2

DATA DRIVEN DECISIONS
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

D3AZ Welcome, Training!  Dashboards - &nswers - Mare Products = - My Accourt - Log Out

Current Students || Data Analysis - Lite | Item Analysis - Advanced Page Options ‘

Ea

School Year School District School Name Teacher Name
[2005-2008 =] [Sample Districts =] [M00041 Middle Schools =] [Hatherly, Felicias =]

Classroom Label Test Name

Data Analysis - Lite

Summary data for test and standard performance. Use the drill down links to see Benchmark
and ltem Detail.

MOTE: You must select a year and district before generating this repart

Grade Level
E

[o4 =] [ranchoices) =] [carchoices)

=

#
Test Performance
Total
- Test Hame Limited % Basic % Proficient % Accelerated % Advanced % Students
AT 04 MATH 210 1 58% 528 4% 0 58.8% 1| 59% 000% i

MATH
QAT D4

] REATING 211.8% 317 6% 10 58.8% 2[11.8% 000% e
QAT 04
WRITING 1 559% 4[23.5% M B47% 1| 5.9% 000% 17

QAT 04 READING

-
OAT 04 WRITING
3 25% 547 5% 0%
W Limited ® Basic Proficent Acceersted @ Advanced

Print - Download - Copy

Figure 1: Oracle Business Intelligence Enterprise Edition (OBIEE) Dashboard.

Available Dashboards

IMy Dashboard  D3A2 I

DATA DRIVEN DECISIONS L
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

D3AZ Welcome, Training!  Dashboards - Lnswers - Mare Products = - My Accourt - Log Out

Current Students || Data Analysis - Lite | Ttem Analysis - Advanced Page Options ~ |

A

Figure 2: OBIEE Available Dashboards
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Across the top of the web page is a list of dashboards to which the current user has access. “The My
Dashboard” entry is a personal space that each user can populate with their own content. “D3A2” is the
main analytics Dashboard.

A single click on the “D3A2” dashboard link will present the user with 3 sub-dashboards. The “ACCESS
TEST” and “DEBUG” dashboards are used for trouble shooting only, and may load slowly if selected.
The “D3A2” link is currently the only analytic dashboard.

D3AZ
ACCESS TEST

Figure 3: The Dashboard list under the "D3A2" item

Additional Products

DATA DRIVEN DECISIONS DS, My Dashioerd  DIA2
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
D3AZ Welcome, Training! Iﬂashboards - Anzweers — Mare Products = - My Account — Log Out I
Data Analysis - Lite Page Options ~ ‘

Figure 4: Additional Products /Option Links

To the right of the “Welcome User” text is a list of links to related products and options. Each is
described below:

Dashboards — The Dashboards link is on bold indicating that it is the current selection. From the other
products, you may use the “Dashboards” link to return to this page.

Answers — Answers is the Oracle tool used to define reports. Answers is the main topic of this training.
More Products — There are 2 sub options for “More Products”:

Bl Publisher — This product can be used for “Form” type reports. Form letters, tables and other
published documents can be created here. Due to the training and server resources involved, most
users do not have access to use Bl Publisher.

Download Oracle Bl for Microsoft Office — OBIEE provides a plug-in for Microsoft Office that allows
users to include reports in Excel or PowerPoint. These reports can be made “live” and updated with
current data without the need to revisit the website. This is an advanced function, and is not covered in
this document.

My Account — This link allows a user to set-up some preferences, including default dashboard, locale
and contact types for scheduled reports.

Log Out - This option logs the user off the system.
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Current Dashboard

My Dashboard D342

DATA DRIVEN DECISIONS D)
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

D3A2 Welcome, Training!

Current Students [ Data Analysis - Lite | Item Analysis - Advanced

Figure 5: Current Dashboard

On the bottom left of the header, below the banner image is the name of the current dashboard.

Dashboard Pages (Tabs)

Wy Dashboard  D3A2

DATA DRIVEN DECISIONS L

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

D3AZ Welcome, Training!

Figure 6: Dashboard Pages

A dashboard Page is a collection of reports, prompts and other elements. Each page is shown as a
“Tab”. Users can switch pages with a single click on the tab. Pages do not have to be visible by default.
D3A2 uses many hidden pages which only show during drill-downs.
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Prompts (Filters)

iy Dashboard D302

DATA DRIVEN DECISIONS E
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

D3IAZ

Current Students § Data Analysis - Lite | Ikem Analysis - Advanced

School Year School District School Mame Teacher Mame P

=1
|2005-2008 w| [Sample Districts w| |m0o0041 Midle Schools w| | Hatherly, Felicia s » | "
Grade Level Classroom Label Test Mame I

[o4 x| | chaices) x| |canchoices) x| ﬂ

Figure 7: Prompts

Prompts allow users to interactively filter the data displayed in reports. Most prompts are displayed as
drop-down lists of values. Often these values are “constrained” by the values in other prompts.

User’s can manipulate multiple prompt values without redrawing the reports. Only after the “Go”
button is clicked will the prompts be applied to the reports.

Reports

My Dashboard  D3A2

DATA DRIVEN DECISIONS LE
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

D3A2 welcome, Training!  Dashboards - Answers - Mare Praducts ~ - My Accourt - Log Out
Current students [| Data Analysis - Lite | Ttem Analysis - Advanced Page Options ~ |
A
- Data Analysis - Lite
Schaol ¥ Schaol District Schaol N Teacher N 8 .
Choo Teor oo '_s '_'c cioo a_me saen a'_"_e Surmary data for test and standard perfarmance. Use the drill down links to see Benchmark
20052005 x| |Sample District3 | |M00041 Middle Schooks = | | Hatherly, Felicias = and ltemn Detall
Grade Level Classroom Label Test Name MOTE: You must select a year and district before generating this report.
[0a =] [cenchoicesy =] [eenchocesy =] |Ge

Test Perfermance

Total

TestHame Limited % Basic % Proficient % Accelerated % Advanced %  Students
aﬂmmml 3:1:4 1) 59% 529.4% 1058 8% 1 59% 000% 17
— g?;DD‘:IG 21158% 317E% 10 58.8% 211 8% 0 0.0% 17
OAT 04
—
QAT 04 READING I
QAT 4 WRITING I

e 1 58% 4235% 11 64.7% 1 59% 0 00% 17
% 25% 0% 5% 100%

= Limited = Basic Proficient Accelersied W Advanced

Figure 8: OBIEE Reports
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Each dashboard can display one or more Answers request. Each Answers request is a single DB query
displayed in one or more formats (called views). In the sample above a single Answers request shows
the same data in both Graph and Table views.

Dashboard pages can be segregated into columns and section in order to layout content. Sections are
outlined, and be default can be collapsed using the double up arrows in the top right of the section.

Report Links

Prirt - Doveenlosd - Copy

Figure 9: Report Links

When an Answers Request is added to a dashboard, a variety of links may be enabled to allow
dashboard users to download, print or otherwise interact with the data in the request.
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Overview of OBIEE Answers

ORACLE  Answers = Dashboards - Answers - More Products = - My Account - Log Out
Catalog Dashboards e
- I | Search

;ﬂ | Manage Catélog'|

<3 My Folders
This folder is empty. This is the start pagefur.i\r_!swers. Return to this page by Subject Areas

=3 Shared Folders clicking the Answers link. @

Test Scores Data

= D3A2
@ ltem Analysis Data
=2 My Filters
&1 Shared Filters Browse Saved Requests gf TestPar Current Data
To view requests as stored in the Presentation Catalog, use
RefreshDispl the Catalog tab. To view requests organized by Dashboards, g ITestPartData
play : .
use the Dashboards tab. Click a request name to view or
modify it. g ITest Scores CurrentData

Create New Request
To create a new request, select a Subject Area.

Figure 10: Answers Overview

The “Answers” link takes the user to the Answers tool. This is where reports, prompts and filters are
defined and edited. A database query and its resulting display views are called an “Answers Request”.
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Product / Option Links

ORACLE' Answers &= Dashboards - Answers - More Products = - My Account - Log Out

Cata Dashboard
;eglj IDg = : I Search

Manage Catalog |

=3 My Folders
This folder is empty. This is the start page for Answers. Retum to this page by Subject Areas
3 Shared Folders clicking the Answers link. [Z

Figure 11: Answers Product / Options Links

Answers contains the same set of product and options links that Dashboards uses. Note here that
“Answers” is now in bold.

Subject Areas

Subject Areas

Ef Item Analysis Data

Test Part Current Data

Test Part Data

Test Scores Current Data

Test Scores Data

A S

Figure 12: Answers Subject Areas

OBIEE presents data as clusters of related tables. These clusters are called “Subject Areas”. A single
Answers Request generally uses a single subject area. See the section below labeled “The 5 Subject
Areas” for a description of each of D3A2’s areas and the data contained therein.
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Folders

ORACLE' Answers B l
Catalog | Dashboards

aﬂ Manage Catalog |

=1 My Folders

Thiz folder iz empty.

=1 Shared Folders
= D3AZ

= My Filters
(=1 Shared Filters

Refresh Dizplay

Figure 13: Answers Folders

Answers requests can be saved into a number of folders. Each user has a personal space to save

custom reports. This is the “My Folders” area.

The “Shared Folders” area contains all of the predefined reports used by the D3A2 dashboard. Only
system administrators can save reports into these folders. However, any user can view shared reports.
Users can also access any existing report and save a personal version. This makes all predefined reports

available as templates.

Filters are predefined restrictions on requests that can be included. Filters are often defined for each
dashboard prompt. Report writers can then include the filter to ensure that the request properly reacts

to prompt value changes.

New Request

ORACLE" Answers I
Catalog Dashboards
Manage Catalog |

=4 My Folders
Thiz folder iz empty.

=4 Shared Folders
= naa?

Figure 14: Answers New Request button
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Clicking on the “New Request” button will start a new Answers Request

. The user will select the Subject
Area of the request from menu as seen in the figure below.

ORACLE' Answers B
Catalog | Dashboards
Manage Catalog
J B ftem Analysiz Data

& Test Part Current Data
J & Test Part Data

& Test Scores Current Data
¢ 8 Test Scores Data

(=1 Shared Filters

Refresh Dizplay

Figure 15: Answers New Request subject area list

New Dashboard Prompt

ORACLE Answers
Catalog | Dashboards

ﬁ;ﬂ Manage Catalog

=3 My Folders
Thiz folder iz empty.

Figure 16: Answers New Prompt button

The New Dashboard Prompt button creates a new prompt. The user will be required to select the
subject area from a menu just as with new Answers Requests.

Dashboard prompts are “stand alone” interactive filters that can be placed as standard items on a
dashboard.

request.

How a dashboard prompt effects a given Answers Request is defined in the specific
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Manage Catalog

ORACLE" Answers

Catalog | Dashboards
2

=4 My Folders
Thiz folder iz empty.

Figure 17: Answers Manage Catalog button

The Manage Catalog button is used to manipulate the requests already saved into either the “My
Folders” or the “Shared Folders” area, depending on authorization.

Users can rename requests, set request level security and create/manage sub folders through the
“Manage Catalog” area.

Page 13 of 21



Answers Request Overview

ORACLE" Answers =

Test Scores Data

B2 Columns

=}
El

o
=

g

3
=
m
[

in

o

im Prompt Part

act Student Test

est Score Descriptors
est Data

istrict Data

School Data

Teacher and Class Data
Student Data

¥ Filters
Thiz folder iz empty.

B EHEH B

Refresh Display

Dashboards - Answers - More Products = - My Account - Log Out

s

@@ (=)=

Columns

Click on column names in the selection pane to add them to the request. Once added, drag-and-drop columns to reorder them. Edit a column's
format, formula and filters by clicking the buttons below its name. (2

E There areno !
1 ocolumnzin

Filters

Add filters to the request criteria by holding down the CTRL key and clicking on column names in the selection pane, or by clicking on the filter
button below included columns. Add a saved filter by clicking on its name in the selection pane. [Z

Combine with Similar Request

Figure 18: Answers Request Main interface

The following section covers the major parts of the interface for creating and editing Answers Requests.

This screen is accessible by creating a new Answers Request either by clicking on a Subject Area, or
clicking on the “New Request” Icon.

This section covers the components of the screen only. The exercises that follow will go into more detail
on actual report creation.
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Columns

ORACLE Answers

Test Scores Data

B Columns
Dim Prompt Base
Dim Prompt Part
Fact Student Test
Test Score Descriptors
Test Data
District Data
School Data
Teacher and Class Data
Student Data

Figure 19: Answers Request available elements

On the left side of the Answers Request screen is a list of folders containing elements available to be
added to requests. Folders can be expanded by clicking on the plus icon () to the left of the folder
name.

Individual fields can be added to a request with a single click.

Tabs

Grteria | Resalts | Prompis
Test Scores Data |

B Columns
Dim Prompt Base Columns
Dim Prompt Part
Fact Student Test

Click on column names in the selection pane to addi

Ffrrrmat Farrmnla and filkare e clickrins thn Rodane Rada

Figure 20: Answers Request Tabs

Each Answers Request has 3 Tabs of settings. Administrative users will see a 4™ tab, “Advanced”. The
common tabs are:
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Criteria
The Criteria tab defines the columns of data displayed and the filters: restrictions on which rows are
returned. Column formulas and data formats can also be set for each column here.

Results

The results tab shows the defined views of the request. By default, the results tab shows the initial
compound view with a table and title. The results tab is used to define additional view types (charts,
pivots and additional tables).

Prompts

The Prompts tab allows developers to implement request-specific prompts. These prompts allow a user
to filter the data displayed. Unlike dashboard level prompts, request prompts are set by the user
BEFORE the request is generated, and can be mandatory.

View Bar

D‘I?ACLE‘ AI'IS'WEFS = (ril:eriil REE“H:S
Test Scores Data | @

B Columns

Dim Prompt Base Columns

Dim Prompt Part ) ) )

Fact Student Test Click on column names in the _sel_ectmn pane to add the_m to the re
mo— .- - .o frarmat farmnla and fitare b clickinn tha hibitnne halmse ite namea |5

Figure 21: Answers Request View Bar

The View bar on the Criteria tab allows easy access to the 4 most common views (from left to right):

default compound view contains a title view (with the title of the request) and a table showing all the

Compound: This button switches to the Results tab and shows the default compound view. The

columns in the criteria.

EH
Table: This button opens the default Table view of the request showing each column in the
criteria.
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@ Chart: This button opens the results tab and displays a chart. NOTE: The chart view is NOT added
automatically to the default compound view.

Pivot: This button switches to the results tab and shows the pivot table view. NOTE: This pivot
table view is NOT added automatically to the default compound view.

Action Icons

Dashboards - Answers - More Products = - My Account - Log Out

@)|E&)(=) ()

Columns

Figure 22: Answers Request Action Bar

The action bar resides in the upper right hand side of the screen. The Actions are (from left to right):

Preview: This button opens a new window showing the current view as it would appear on a
dashboard. This is the preferred method for pre-viewing a request.

L New: Prompts the user for a subject area and creates a new request in that subject area.
[
= Open: Opens an existing request.

[ Save: Prompts the user for the name and location where to save this request.
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Types of Answers Requests

Each Answers Request consists of a query called “Criteria” and a set of display elements called “Views”
for the data returned. Multiple views can be combined into compound views. Answers Requests on
dashboards can be displayed one view at a time.

Some types of views are shown below:

Table LY Wl S
School Year School District School Hame Count Results Count 118 Count 118 Count 138 Count 14s Count 15s
M00041 Elementaries 305.00 67.00 67.00 133.00 65.00 32.00
2005-2006 | Sample Diztrict3 |M00041 High Schoolz 256.00 86.00 86.00 181.00 28.00 36.00
MO0041 Niddle Schools 780.00 181.00 181.00 524.00 176.00 4400

Figure 23: Answers Sample Table View

| Chart a o
]
00041
00— Elamentanes
4 |
5 B MO0041 High
'E Schools
£ 400
3
a 00041
1 Middle
Schools
200 —
ﬁ Il
20052006, Sample Diatract

Figure 24: Answers Sample Bar Chart View

Page 18 of 21



Pivot Table a4 ZH x

Count Results
School Year MO Elementaries MO0 High Schools MOOO41 Middle Schools Count Results Total
2003-2004 231.00 231.00
2004-2005 206.00 177.00 £20.00 1093.00
2005-2006 309.00 255.00 730.00 1345.00
836.00 433.00 1400.00 2669.00

Figure 25: Answers Sample Pivot Table View

Dazhboards - Angwers - More Productz =

| compound Layout v | 2] Untitled Analysis |

| Add view R @ I3 TR |7

Pivot Table G Wrai S
Count Results
School Year MOM41 Elementaries MO0041 High Schools MO0041 Middle Schools Count Results Total
2003-2004 231.00 231.00
2004-2005 296.00 177.00 520.00 1093.00
2005-2006 309.00 255.00 780.00 1345.00
836.00 433.00 1400.00 2669.00
Table L Wr-gh
School Year School Hame Count Results Count 11s Count 112 Count 135 Count 14s Count 155
2003-2004  |MO0041 Elementaries 231.00 a7.00 a7.00 50.00 39.00 24.00
00041 Elementariez 296.00 61.00 61.00 110.00 82.00 43.00
2004-2005 |MO0041 High Schools 177.00 50.00 50.00 130.00 54.00 18.00
KMoo041 Middle Schools 520.00 65.00 65.00 357.00 113.00 45.00
00041 Elementariez 309.00 67.00 57.00 138.00 6500 32.00
2005-2006  |MO0041 High Schools 256.00 &5.00 85.00 181.00 &8.00 36.00
KMo0041 Middle Schools 720.00 181.00 181.00 524.00 176.00 44,00

Figure 26: Answers Sample Compound View
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The 5 Subject Areas

In the D3A2 system, there are 5 defined subject areas. There is some overlap of data among them, but
they each serve a specific purpose. The 5 Subject Areas are:

Item Analysis Data

Iltem Analysis Data contains pre-calculated data about classroom performance on OAT and OGT
assessment items, standards and benchmarks. This data is aggregated at the classroom, school and
district level. No student data is available in this domain.

Use this subject area to analyze item, standard or benchmark performance across schools or classes.

Test Part Current Data

The Test Part Current Data subject area contains data about student OAT and OGT performance at the
standards level. This data is organized based on re-rostered data. That is, students are grouped by the
classes they are enrolled in today.

Test performance is reported in 3 proficiency bands at the standard level (below, near or above).

Use this subject area to see how students in your class today performed on their previous tests.

Test Part Data

The Test Part Data subject area contains data about student OAT and OGT performance at the standards
level. This data is organized based on class rosters at the time of the test.

Test performance is reported in 3 proficiency bands at the standard level (below, near or above).

Use this subject area to see how students preformed on tests in prior years while in your class.

Test Scores Current Data

The Test Scores Current Data subject area contains data about student OAT and OGT performance at the
subject level. This data is organized based on re-rostered data. That is, students are grouped by the
classed they are enrolled in today.

Test performance is reported in 5 proficiency level bands at the = subject level.

Use this subject area to see how students in your class today performed on their previous tests.
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Test Scores Data

The Test Scores Data subject area contains data about student OAT and OGT performance at the
SUBJECT level. This data is organized based on class rosters at the time of the test.

Test performance is reported in 5 proficiency level bands at the subject level.

Use this subject area to see how students performed on tests while in your prior year classes.
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