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Standard Benchmark  Research-based Strategy 
 

Suggested Critical Words/Skills Implications for Instruction  

 

Identifying Similarities and Differences 

 
Compare 

Compare and contrast 

Alike and different 

Metaphors 

Analogies 

Classify 

Attributes 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Summarizing and Note Taking 

 
Analyze 

Synthesize 

Substitute 

Delete 

Retain  

Main idea 

Supporting details 

Describe 
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Nonlinguistic Representation 

 
Models 
Mental pictures 
Maps 
Graphs 
Graphic organizers 
Images 
Patterns 
Time sequence (trace) 
Cause-effect 
Generalization/principle 
 

 

  
 
 
 

 
Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

 
Predict 

Infer 

Analyze 

Support 

Evaluate 

 

  
 
 
 
 

Cues, Questions and Advance 
Organizers 

 
Retrieve 

Skim 

Organize 

Figurative language 

 

 


